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a break from their detective work, 
umble on to a chaotic scene in a 
lounge’ that. defi s explanation. The bar patrons are 
fighting violently while appearing to be in a trance-like 
state. As verre the situation, they witness someone 
Fy kidnapping o e of the girls. They give chase, lose the 
4 Suspect and find the girl in the alley with her throat ripped 
; ee oS out. Later, while Spawisurveys the aftermath of the riot 
5. 





: between the alley gangs and ponders Cog’s lecture, he is 
+a Wo wattacked by a new adversary, a vampire. 
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| IMAGINE A NIGHT SO DEEP. 
THE SHADOWS BILLOWAND 
SWIM AS [FALIVE. AND THE 
| WIND, COLD AS THE FULL 
MOONAGBOVE, CARRIES 
WITH 1T A FAINT SCENT OF 
BLOOD. 


| TONIGHT 1S. 
| SUCH A NIGHT. 








| JYASINE A,PLACE WHERE 


BUILDINGS. 





| WHERE DERELICTANGELS 
ROAM THE ALLE Eee YS 

| AMONG THRONGS O, 
THE HOMELESS. 





| WHERE RENEGADE 
VAMPIRES, IN HEAVEN'S 
EMPLOY, ARE STATIONED. 





| AND WHERE HELL'S 
ERRANT SOLDIER, A BEING 
CALLED SPAWN, 1S ONCE 
AGAIN CAUGHT IN THE 
CROSSFIRE. 








Za ‘. , JUST 
GO ee TAKE IT 
FREAK... er : : A EASY THERE, 
A GANG WAR AMONG THE A, 4 : : BIG GUY. 
DENIZENS OF RATCITY*... EVERY THING'S 
Ef, ; ; ‘ GONNA BE 
f° \ hie : OKAY... 
ve AND HE HAS JUST NOW : LY he Sin 
ENDURED THE RABID ATTACK ; 
OF A VAMPIRE, OMLY TO SEE 
THE CREATURE CALLED OFF 
BY THE MYSTERIOUS VAGA- 
BOND KNOWN AS BOOTSY. #* 
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¥4& LAST ISSUE. \ 
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WHAT THE 
HELL 15 GOING ON, 
BOOTS’? 0 YOU 
ON KNOW WHAT THAT 
A THING 152 
YES, I KNOW. 
AND HE WON'T 
HURT YOU. I WILL 
SEE TOIT. 
YOU AND I, W 
NEED TO TALK. AND 
THERE'S NOT 
MUCH TIME. 


GET OUT OF 
THE WAY, BOOTSY. Y 
I'M SENDING THIS 
IA DEGENERATE BACK 
. 10 HELL. 





OWE ALLEGIANCE 
TO THE SHINING 
CITY? YOU 
WILL DO WHAT 
I SAY. 


"GHINING 
city"? WHAT 


I AM NOT \ 
yp AFRAID TO ANSWER 
FOR MY ACTIONS. BUT 
FOR NOW I AM STILL 
THE RANKING 
EMISSARY AND YOU 
WILL DO WHAT YOU 


A 


i iudsy =, 
WHO'S GIVING 
*% ORDERS. . i 








J DON'T 
INTENO ON 
WAITING. 
WE CAN 
FINISH THIS 
NOW. 


“THAT'S ENOUGH, 
mee WOLFRAM. YOUR 
Me MANDATE 1S 





THE 
POLICE. 
WE'VE GOT 
TO GET YOU 
OUT OF 
HERE, BOTH 
OF YOU. 


AL _ SIMMONS, 
WE STILL NEED TO 
TALK. I'LL FIND YOU. 
AND WOLFRAM, I'LL 
DEAL WITH You 
LATER. 





BE WITH 
YOU, 
OFFICERS. 


WHAT'S GOING 
ON HERE? WE HAD 
REPORTS OFA 

DISTURBANCE ? 


I'M 

SORRY, OFFICER. 
‘FRAID THAT MUSTA 
BEEN ME. SEE, SOME- 
TIMES I HAVE TROUBLE 
SLEEPING, I CRY OUT 

IN MY SLEEP. I DIDN'T 

MEAN TO BOTHER 4 
NOONE. _& 


LIKELY STORY, 
PAL. I WANT YOU 
PLANTED THERE 
LIKE A LAMPPOST. 
KEEP THOSE HANDS 
UP. BOYS, DOA . 
PERIMETE 
SWEEP 








ARE YOU 
SURE YOU 
{| WOULDN'T 
A RATHER I 
~. TYPED, SIR? 


I (2) 
WHAT YOU 
MEAN. IT'S BEEN 
ONE LONG, 
UNBELIEVABLY 
MESSED-UP 


BE SAYING THE STAKES 

ANYTHING. ARE ABOUT TO 

BUT PLEASE BE RAISED AND 
LISTEN THE HELLSPAWN 
CLOSELY. , !S GOING TO NEED 
YOU. AND YOU'RE 

GOING TO 
NEED HIM. 


‘SCUSE ME, LADIES. 
GOT A VISITOR HERE WANTS 
TO TALK TO YOU. SAYS HIS 
NAME !S BOOBIE. 


be 


WHATEVER. 
YOU GOT ONE FF 
MINUTE. _/ 


mp I'M TAKINGA 
GREAT RISK GETTING 
INVOLVED. BUT IN 
THE BIG PICTURE, IT'S 
VERY IMPORTANT THAT 
\ SPAWN SURVIVE 
WHAT'S COMING 
AHEAD. 


/ LET'S GO, 


BOOBIE. 





OT 
PAL. SCRAPS OF 
INFO, MOST OF 
TT ONE nie: 


THAT'S FAR TOO 
COMPLEX TO BE 
COINCIDENCE. 
LET'S START 


AT THE 
BEGINNING... 


PERHAPS WE'VE 
BEEN GOING ABOUT 
IT WRONG. I'VE BEEN 


SAID BACK AT THE 
PRECINCT, SIR. KNOW IS 
WE GOTTA GET 
A CASE THAT 
BOU PAYS, AND 
THE “BIG, SOON. THAT'S 
PICTURE ”. THE BIG 
PICTURE. 











DO YOU 
BELIEVE IN 


COINCIDENCE, 
SIR? 





CHIEF BANKS, 
BILLY KINCAID, 
VITO GRAVANO, 
JASON WYNN, THE 
OLD MAN COG... 


«RAT CITY, 
THE FREAK; 
THE GANG WAR, 
EVEN THAT 
GENTLEMAN 
NAMED 
BOOTSY... 


BUT STEP. 
BACK AND LOOK 
AT THEM FROM 
A DISTANCE. 
EXAMINE THE 
GEOMETRY OF THE 
SITUATION. IMAGINE 
EACH EVENTAS A 
POINT ONA 
GRID. 


AND IF WE 
DRAW LINES 
CONNECTING 
THEM, THEY ALL 
PASS THROUGH 
THE SAME POINT. 
THEY ALL HAVE 
ONE THING 
IN COMMON, 


as i 


\ 


i—~ 
SS ‘ 


IWA 


ADMITTEDLY 
URID, BUT 
EEMINGLY 
SEPARATE, 


EVENTS. " 
YEAH. I'M 


fA mi Wt FOLLOWING 
— Tl a 


YS.,, 1 
GET YOUR 
MEANING, TWITCH. 
JEEZUS, THIS 
COULD BE THE 
CASE OF THE 
CENTURY. 


7: 
ey i 
NM. QE SEES 


STILL 
BELIEVE IN 
COINCIDENCE, } 

SIR? 





HIS. STAY AT THE Eames | ' 
SHELTER ENDED THREE | if TOSSED OUT 
B DAYS AGO. SAID HE pF em f a OWN THE STREET 
B WASN'T MAKING A Go . Y ee 2 /KE SO MUCH 
I ROS iis, REFUSE. 
YESTERDAY'S 
NEWS. 


JUST ANOTHER SAD, 
PATHETIC TURN IN 
THE DOWNWARD 
SPIRAL OF EODIE 
BECKETT. 


SCREW EM, HE 
SAYS. ALL THEM 
BASTAROS. WHO 
ARE THEY TO 


17'S NOT HIS FAULT THAT 
HIS WIFE GOT CANCER. 
OR THAT THE HMOs 
WOULDN'T DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT ‘TIL ITWAS 

TOO LATE. 


OR THAT HE GOT TOO 
SAUCED AFTER THE 
FUNERAL AND RAN HEAD - 
ON INTO A FAMILY COMING 
HOME FROM CONEY 
ISLAND... OR THAT THE 
DAMN LAWYERS BLED 

HIS LAST DIME. 


HE USED TO DREAM 
ABOUT A HOUSE IN 
THE COUNTRY, A 
PRIVATE JET. NOW ALL 
HE HOPES FOR /S A 
WARM PLACE TO SLEEP, 
AND SOMETHING HALF- 
WAY EDIBLE OUT OF 

A DUMPSTER. 





IT SMELLS 
VILE. LIKE 
THE INSIDE 


OFA 
“) SLAUGHTER- 
HOUSE. 


HE CATCHES /T 
OUT OF THE 
CORNER OF HIS 


MAYBE A STASH 

OF CASH SOME 

GANGSTER LEFT 
ND. OR 





Vise CURSES HIS 


HE SHOULD HAVE |i 


KNOWN BETTER THAN 
TO HOPE. THINGS ARE 
NEVER GOING TO 
lial FOR FIM. 





pp apis Ss S ROPHY 
ENCOUNTER re TH & 
THE SPAWN. 





ELUSIVE AS A cone 
SPAWN CUTS A JAGGED 

| SWATH ABOVE THE GAPING 
CAN YONS OF MANHA TTAN. 





ACROSS THE CITY, WHEREVER 

HE MOVES, RESTING ee f ; 
| ARE SHAKEN FROM THEI ogre 
| SLUMBER... HEARTS POUNDING, ve Ts 

| LUNGS CLUTCHING FOR BREATH... 





THEY WILL WAKE | 


TOMORROW 
COMPLAINING OF 
UNSPEAKABLE 
NIGHTMARES. 








AND ON 
THAT DAY THE 
RIGHTEOUYS SHALL 
BE SEPARATED FROM 
THE WICKED, EACH 
SHALL KNOW WHO 
» THEY ARE. 


SIDE YOU'RE 
\ ON, DON’T 
» WE, BOY? 


7 THE DAY OF 
RECKONING 
IS COMING, 
LITTLE ONE. 


LET THIS 
BE A WARNING 
TO THOSE LIKE 
YOU. THOSE LOST 


THE LORD SAIO, 
‘LET THERE BE 








BAD MOVE. 
NOW... 1'M GOING 
TO COUNT To 
THREE. 


GUNPOWDER FLASH 
ILLUMINATES THE 


THE DARKNESS 
RINGS OUT WITH 
THE PEAL OF 
GUNFIRE AND 
THE SNAP OF 
BREAKING 
BONES... 











AS HE WATCHES 


SPAWN DISAPPEAR 





(ey 


kK] . —#i Pa na /] Ms 


WHAT STRANGE LUCK, 
HIE THINKS. 


Yh Wp) Yr” ‘al 4 
WY 
"Ma 
Vr 

ye el 


- “ff 


THE patie hss tcp yy A 
HEARTY, ANCIENT 


IN| THE MOONLT 


ea ~s €f 
HE RAISES HIS SHIRT, 


\" REVEALING AN EMBL =M 
BLAZO, SACRE A ROSS 


LAUGH, 
HIS RAZOR TEE isOr INTING 


THE SAME AS. ‘ieee 





a 
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..- ARE STILL LO ori IG FOR A MO 
BEHIND) WAI ic LI 
TA DISTURBING GUMBREAK O} 
LENCE” AMONG NEW) YORK'S: 
mej s8= 412) BULATION NY 


THE APPARENT "TORE WAR] ERUPTED) 
CATE LAST NIGHT BETWEEN) WHAT 
APPEARS) 10) BE: YU AREUNIS, FAGTIONS: 
OF HOMEL ESS P ESO) Be WO) RESIDE: 
iN) TRE: BL [Salifs8) AREA OF 
MANHATTAN COMMONLY, REFERRED 
TO) AS "RAT, CITY". 


OLICE ARE ESil ea oan FATA EINES 
ic) BE As) RICH) AS) 40) Als 1D mais 
QOS O tS SURVIVORS AS) (o) 
WHAT MAY BAVE SPURRED SUCH) 
VIOLENCE? 


gaang 
2029 
PICT 


SWANK NEW) TORISER'S: IN| TRE KINGYVY) 
ARE FL OGRING TO ANT YES W/ BESTINA] 
TION, CONVENIENT 1 fo DR, GHAAUK: 


OINSS Wns POSS eVS/S ies dt 
AROUND) Ae RECE EN Ty TORE WAR 
Weis, IMs AS sit Or Ores ose-s~ 
Dalez SCNUUS9) els dAVeD AS nls 
SIVIAUIE GIUB IS KOCATED INT WERE, 
PIU HED, POSIOUVESS Wels eA Soe 
OM PSeOVense) CO ls Or nls 
JOVWar ats WNC SOM DISS rls 
BAR DOES Ts Eve | OPEN UNTIL 2 
pul, GEOSS5 iSO ue) UR) BE= 
POs SUNS; AIS) SSO uy ISL vo 
DECORATED) NE NeanOl NOpal= ESS= 
[1255 AND DS5PAlne Vi MOST sa 
APeIIS Mee) ZG) iI; IN DE wIeeLe 
ANG SI, SSEAOSS Ci les HOUT eee 
FON AHO rls se oer, EVEN! 
GW AES Kora Wise SRST OP Oy) 
YOUR LEO GORCEY AND WEAR 
fui mis Y eveirles li) LAYERS, 
MORBEROOS IilSriOrls Ans wel 
COWIE BUT PUREES OPNOiAt, 


TrLASL O99) Glo, Il ris Sof CANS TL 
W547 25, TrlAS WAS I Oeeo A 
RES MOON BESIDES Tre USUAL 
IMSHEASES IN CRIME ANID FIDOLICAy |- 
ISI, TFS TiwWs NT SROUSEIS Witel IL 
REIMIAS: Bi ABLE See OSION OF VIO- 
faNies I Trlase Lyle sly OF 
HEAVEN WE CALL © BAT) Glin FOR 
EARS. 3, El HANSO hE) BEEN! oy 
Be DRU ALE SUIS, A PLALSHO Uh 1S) 
1ORUG ADDIS! [S Moss fers, 
HOOKERS Sy eh ID frle -OlMS WrlO 
ECOULOM ArrOnD (OS Si-sf In) Pris 
FLO PrOUSES. Writ FIACoS 
SHOUGHT SAIS Mi TOA soll y 
Prise WAS TIO Senlerll ror Ahr 
SOL Wi Boor Mis leVer EVEL } 
CALLED We WIth) Irl= ODDS, ett, 
JUSS AS WUSAVS SriLoRren| SAf ANT 
Tre MOON, SVeEnl 1 SOT ADMIT 
Trlen= ANZ SOME SHINIGS SFIAS 
THO O52 OF US CAUSAL Say asyt 
reAVEN ANID lett WYICO Is 4373 
YNDERSTANIO, 





EMPIRA 





